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REGION 6    
2013 Block Management Program
Region Six has nearly 300 ranches enrolling over 1,000,000 private acres in Block 
Management and providing enhanced access to over 500,000 public land acres.  These areas 
offer excellent opportunity to hunt whitetail and mule deer, elk, antelope, upland game 
birds, and waterfowl. Please read the county information below for 2013 hunting outlooks.  

Most of our Block Management Areas (BMAs) are open from September 1 to December 31, 
but some open early for the early antelope season. Some landowners, including those not 
enrolled in Block Management, may be able to accommodate hunters with special needs.
Hunters are encouraged to contact our regional FWP Office to determine if opportunities 
exist to meet specific needs.

Two kinds of BMAs are available in Region Six, classified as Type I and Type II BMAs.  In 
this region, Type I BMAs are areas in which hunters administer their own permission by 
using daily sign in boxes.  Type II BMAs are areas in which written permission is given to 
the hunters by landowners. 

Hunters can obtain specific BMA maps and rules on site at sign-in box locations or at 
landowner residences. Region Six maps showing all BMAs are on display at the Glasgow 
and Havre offices and will also be available online at fwp.mt.gov.  The Region 6 Hunting 
Access Guide detailing all Region 6 BMAs is available through the regional offices or 
online the middle of August.  Hunters can also use this guide to compare BMAs on the 
included regional map, with the correlating BMA description charts to compare size, 
geographical location, and hunting opportunities desired.

The Region Six Block Management Staff encourages you to share your experience on 
specific BMAs by sending comment cards, pictures, or letters to the Glasgow office, or by 
dropping off comment or survey cards in sign-in boxes.  We share these with landowners to 
show your appreciation, or to help improve the program. 
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Chouteau County

The majority of Chouteau County is comprised of private land.  Significant blocks of BLM 
lands are located along the Missouri River.  There are 2 BMAs with approximately 17,000 
acres of land enrolled in the program within the county. 

There are good population densities of mule deer along the Missouri and Marias Rivers, and 
south of the Bear Paw Mountains.  There is a healthy population of white-tailed deer along 
the Missouri and Marias River bottoms and associated CRP acreage.  Antelope occur in 
moderate densities near Big Sandy, especially west in the agricultural areas.  

There are good numbers of sharp-tailed grouse in the foothills of the Bear Paw Mountains 
and fair numbers of partridge throughout the county.  Pheasants are found mostly along 
CRP and streams.  A low population of sage grouse can be found along the Missouri Breaks. 

There are good duck and goose hunting opportunities along the Missouri River.

Hill County

The majority of Hill County is comprised of private land.  There are 3 BMAs with about 
19,000 acres enrolled in the program within the county.

Due to harsh winter conditions, mule deer numbers have decreased to average population 
densities around the Bear Paw Mountains and low populations along the Milk River.  
White-tailed deer can be found throughout the Bear Paws and along the Milk River.  
Antelope are scattered in moderate densities due to limited habitat. 

Sharp-tailed grouse can be found in brushy coulees in the Bear Paw Mountains and on the 
prairies.  Sage grouse numbers are limited due to small amounts of habitat available.  
Partridge can be found throughout the county in fair populations, but numbers may be down 
due to wet spring conditions.  Pheasants are found in moderate populations along the Milk 
River area. 

Ducks and geese are found throughout the county. Above average precipitation in 2013 
should result in improved wetland conditions and waterfowl hunting opportunities.

Blaine County

About 50% of Blaine County is made up of private land.  Significant blocks of BLM are 
located in the north and southeast portions of the county.  There are 34 BMAs with over 
370,000 acres enrolled in the Block Management program in this county.

Mule deer surveys indicate numbers are below average in North Blaine County due to the 
harsh winter. White-tailed deer are found along the Milk River area and throughout the Bear 
Paw Mountains.  Antelope numbers are below average in North Blaine County, but are fair 
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in South Blaine. 

Sharp-tailed grouse occur mainly in brushy coulees in the Bear Paws and prairie habitats 
and are at good population levels this year.  Sage grouse populations are low throughout 
most of Blaine County due to the limited amount of sagebrush habitat.  Partridge can be 
found throughout the county in fair populations, but numbers may be down due to wet 
spring conditions. Pheasants can be found in moderate to high populations along the Milk 
River area.  However, pheasant numbers are currently below average along the Milk River 
in Blaine County. 

Ducks and geese are found throughout the county and wetland conditions are good this year 
which should result in above average waterfowl hunting opportunities this fall.

Phillips County

Although the majority of Phillips County is private land, large amounts of BLM land also 
occur throughout the county.  The Charles M. Russell (CMR) National Wildlife Refuge 
(NWR) is located along the south edge of Phillips County and borders Fort Peck Reservoir. 
Bowdoin NWR, as well as several small Waterfowl Production Areas and Wildlife 
Management Areas, are also found here.  There are 22 BMAs with over 197,000 acres of 
private land and enhanced access to public lands.

There is good mule deer and antelope habitat across the county; however, populations are 
currently lower than average.   Mule deer are generally found in the prairie, badlands and 
breaks habitats, while antelope occupy more gently sloped prairie and agriculture habitat.  
White-tailed deer are located along the Milk River bottom and in areas associated with 
private land agriculture in North and South Phillips County and current populations are 
below average.   

Elk are primarily found in the southern portions of the county in the Missouri River Breaks 
and Larb Hills.  All elk hunting is by special permit only in these areas.  Hunters having an 
elk permit should be prepared to hike at least a mile away from roads and have some means 
to retrieve their elk (game cart, pack, horses, etc…) since most elk are quickly pushed into 
secure habitat away from roads and trails.  Elk numbers are currently strongest in HD 622.    

Upland bird numbers are expected to be near average this fall with ample spring 
precipitation resulting in good cover conditions.   Upland game bird numbers can also vary 
throughout the county due to localized weather conditions, such as severe thunderstorms 
and hail.  Pheasant hunting opportunities are best along the Milk River and associated 
drainages but access is limited on private land and heavy hunting pressure on public lands, 
including Bowdoin National Wildlife Refuge.  Sage grouse numbers are higher in the 
southern half of the county, while sharp-tailed grouse and Hungarian partridge can be found 
throughout the county.  Wetland conditions are good across Phillips County and should 
provide good waterfowl hunting opportunity. 
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in South Blaine. 

Sharp-tailed grouse occur mainly in brushy coulees in the Bear Paws and prairie habitats 
and are at good population levels this year.  Sage grouse populations are low throughout 
most of Blaine County due to the limited amount of sagebrush habitat.  Partridge can be 
found throughout the county in fair populations, but numbers may be down due to wet 
spring conditions. Pheasants can be found in moderate to high populations along the Milk 
River area.  However, pheasant numbers are currently below average along the Milk River 
in Blaine County. 

Ducks and geese are found throughout the county and wetland conditions are good this year 
which should result in above average waterfowl hunting opportunities this fall.

Phillips County

Although the majority of Phillips County is private land, large amounts of BLM land also 
occur throughout the county.  The Charles M. Russell (CMR) National Wildlife Refuge 
(NWR) is located along the south edge of Phillips County and borders Fort Peck Reservoir. 
Bowdoin NWR, as well as several small Waterfowl Production Areas and Wildlife 
Management Areas, are also found here.  There are 22 BMAs with over 197,000 acres of 
private land and enhanced access to public lands.

There is good mule deer and antelope habitat across the county; however, populations are 
currently lower than average.   Mule deer are generally found in the prairie, badlands and 
breaks habitats, while antelope occupy more gently sloped prairie and agriculture habitat.  
White-tailed deer are located along the Milk River bottom and in areas associated with 
private land agriculture in North and South Phillips County and current populations are 
below average.   

Elk are primarily found in the southern portions of the county in the Missouri River Breaks 
and Larb Hills.  All elk hunting is by special permit only in these areas.  Hunters having an 
elk permit should be prepared to hike at least a mile away from roads and have some means 
to retrieve their elk (game cart, pack, horses, etc…) since most elk are quickly pushed into 
secure habitat away from roads and trails.  Elk numbers are currently strongest in HD 622.    

Upland bird numbers are expected to be near average this fall with ample spring 
precipitation resulting in good cover conditions.   Upland game bird numbers can also vary 
throughout the county due to localized weather conditions, such as severe thunderstorms 
and hail.  Pheasant hunting opportunities are best along the Milk River and associated 
drainages but access is limited on private land and heavy hunting pressure on public lands, 
including Bowdoin National Wildlife Refuge.  Sage grouse numbers are higher in the 
southern half of the county, while sharp-tailed grouse and Hungarian partridge can be found 
throughout the county.  Wetland conditions are good across Phillips County and should 
provide good waterfowl hunting opportunity. 

Valley County

The majority of Valley County is private land.  Large amounts of BLM are located throughout 
the county.  The Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge is located in the southern portion. 
Two Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) are located near Hinsdale.  In the Block 
Management Program, there are 39 BMAs with over 200,000 acres of private land and public 
land with enhanced access in Valley County.

Mule deer populations occur across the county. Mule deer numbers declined significantly 
during the record breaking winter of 2010-2011 and surveys indicated winter mortality occurred 
across all age classes. Excellent habitat conditions last summer and fall followed by two mild 
winters have allowed mule deer numbers to start rebounding and their numbers vary from below 
long term average to average.  

White-tailed deer can be found throughout Valley County, especially along the Milk River 
Valley; however, numbers are down significantly throughout the county due to an outbreak of 
Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD) in 2011. Whitetail hunters are advised to travel to the 
northeastern portions of Region 6, where EHD was less severe and whitetail numbers are still 
near or above their long-term average. 

Antelope populations also suffered historical declines as a result of the severe winter of 2010-
2011.  Although they can be found throughout the county, numbers this year are still down 
significantly.  

The majority of elk are found in the Missouri River Breaks and all elk hunting is by special 
permit only in these areas. Elk numbers are near population objectives in HDs 631 and 632.

Sharp-tail grouse numbers are expected to be good this fall, and are found mainly in the 
northern part of the county and in the Missouri Breaks. Sage grouse numbers this year are 
expected to be below to near average, and are best found in the southern part of the county.  
Partridge populations are spotty.  Pheasant populations are expected to be good due to the recent 
mild winter and excellent habitat conditions this spring and summer. Pheasants are typically 
found within the Milk River valley and can also be found in CRP and other associated riparian 
habitats outside the river valley.

Waterfowl can be found throughout the county in stock ponds and along the Milk and Missouri 
Rivers. Good waterfowl hunting opportunities should be present this fall.

McCone County

The east half of McCone County is mainly privately owned.  BLM acreage increases in the 
west.  The Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge is located on the extreme west border.  
There are 15 BMAs with 88,000 acres enrolled in the program in the Region Six Portion of the 
county. There are also some BMAs located in the county that are administered by Region 
Seven.
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Mule deer are found throughout the county especially in rougher country and populations are
below long-term averages, especially on the western end of the county in HD 652. White-
tailed deer numbers are down significantly in McCone County due to the EHD die-off in 2011.  

The antelope populations also declined during the winter of 2010-2011. They are best found in 
the southern half of the county.

Sharp-tailed grouse numbers are expected to be good and can be found in rough/brushy country.  
Sage grouse populations are expected to below to near average and can be found in sagebrush 
habitat. Partridge are found in spotty populations. The best areas to find pheasants are along the 
Missouri River, in CRP and associated riparian areas.

Waterfowl can be found throughout the county at stock ponds and along the Missouri River.
Wetland conditions and waterfowl numbers are very good this year.

Richland County

The majority of Richland County is privately owned.  Hunting access is fair, except along the 
Missouri River where access is more restricted.  There are 10 BMAs with nearly 67,000 acres 
enrolled in the program in the Region Six part of the county.  There are additional BMAs located 
in the south and east portions of the county administered by Region Seven.

White-tailed deer and mule deer have rebounded slightly, but are expected to be slightly below 
average throughout the county due to declines following the severe winter of 2010-2011.
Antelope numbers remain below average as well.   

Sharp-tailed grouse and pheasant numbers are good in the majority of the county, while partridge 
are found in spotty populations. Habitat conditions have been good and the county is producing 
good numbers of upland game birds. The turkey population is fair and is strongest along the 
Missouri and Yellowstone River bottoms.

Waterfowl can be found throughout the county in stock ponds and along the Yellowstone and 
Missouri Rivers. Wetland conditions have been good in 2013 and good waterfowl hunting 
opportunities should be present this fall.

Daniels County
Daniels County is comprised of about 50% private land and 50% state owned land.  There are 5 
BMAs with over 50,000 acres enrolled in the program.

White-tailed deer populations are at average to above average levels. Mule deer populations are 
currently at or above average as well.  Antelope populations are fair in suitable habitat, but are at 
below average levels.  

Sharp-tailed grouse and pheasant populations are doing well thanks to good habitat and 
wintering conditions last year and good habitat conditions this spring and summer. Brood 
production is expected to be good as well.  

Waterfowl hunting opportunities are expected to be good, with abundant precipitation occurring 
this year.

Sheridan County
The majority of Sheridan County is comprised of private land.  Parts of the Medicine Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge and numerous Waterfowl Production Areas are open to public hunting.  
Contact the refuge headquarters for further information (406-783-2305).  In the county, there are 
17 BMAs with approximately 79,000 acres of land enrolled in Block Management.  

White-tailed deer and mule deer populations are at average to above average levels.  Antelope 
populations are limited due to marginal antelope habitat in this County.   

Sharp-tailed grouse and pheasant populations are at above average levels due to good habitat 
conditions this spring and summer. Partridge populations are expected to be fair.  Habitat 
conditions in 2012 were good for upland game birds and production of young was good. 
Similarly in 2013, spring habitat conditions have been good and expect to support good brood 
numbers come fall.  Waterfowl hunting opportunities are expected to be good due to good
precipitation and wetland conditions this year.

Roosevelt County

The majority of Roosevelt County is comprised of private land.  Hunting access on private land 
is good except for along the Missouri River.  This county has 9 BMAs with nearly 80,000 acres 
enrolled in the program.

White-tailed deer are distributed throughout the county, but populations are currently at below 
average levels due to an outbreak of Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease in 2011.  There are good 
numbers of mule deer found in rough topography adjacent to the Missouri River.  The county 
contains limited antelope habitat that supports a few antelope.

Sharp-tailed grouse and pheasant populations are currently at or slightly above average levels, 
except in some areas of the Missouri River bottom where the habitat is still recovering from 
flooding in 2011.  Overall habitat conditions are very good for upland game birds and brood 
numbers are expected to be good this year.  Partridge populations are expected to be fair to near
average.  Turkey populations are limited to the Missouri River bottom and adjacent uplands.

Waterfowl hunting opportunities are good, with good wetland conditions and good precipitation 
occurring in 2013.
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Mule deer are found throughout the county especially in rougher country and populations are
below long-term averages, especially on the western end of the county in HD 652. White-
tailed deer numbers are down significantly in McCone County due to the EHD die-off in 2011.  

The antelope populations also declined during the winter of 2010-2011. They are best found in 
the southern half of the county.

Sharp-tailed grouse numbers are expected to be good and can be found in rough/brushy country.  
Sage grouse populations are expected to below to near average and can be found in sagebrush 
habitat. Partridge are found in spotty populations. The best areas to find pheasants are along the 
Missouri River, in CRP and associated riparian areas.

Waterfowl can be found throughout the county at stock ponds and along the Missouri River.
Wetland conditions and waterfowl numbers are very good this year.

Richland County

The majority of Richland County is privately owned.  Hunting access is fair, except along the 
Missouri River where access is more restricted.  There are 10 BMAs with nearly 67,000 acres 
enrolled in the program in the Region Six part of the county.  There are additional BMAs located 
in the south and east portions of the county administered by Region Seven.

White-tailed deer and mule deer have rebounded slightly, but are expected to be slightly below 
average throughout the county due to declines following the severe winter of 2010-2011.
Antelope numbers remain below average as well.   

Sharp-tailed grouse and pheasant numbers are good in the majority of the county, while partridge 
are found in spotty populations. Habitat conditions have been good and the county is producing 
good numbers of upland game birds. The turkey population is fair and is strongest along the 
Missouri and Yellowstone River bottoms.

Waterfowl can be found throughout the county in stock ponds and along the Yellowstone and 
Missouri Rivers. Wetland conditions have been good in 2013 and good waterfowl hunting 
opportunities should be present this fall.

Daniels County
Daniels County is comprised of about 50% private land and 50% state owned land.  There are 5 
BMAs with over 50,000 acres enrolled in the program.

White-tailed deer populations are at average to above average levels. Mule deer populations are 
currently at or above average as well.  Antelope populations are fair in suitable habitat, but are at 
below average levels.  

Sharp-tailed grouse and pheasant populations are doing well thanks to good habitat and 
wintering conditions last year and good habitat conditions this spring and summer. Brood 
production is expected to be good as well.  

Waterfowl hunting opportunities are expected to be good, with abundant precipitation occurring 
this year.

Sheridan County
The majority of Sheridan County is comprised of private land.  Parts of the Medicine Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge and numerous Waterfowl Production Areas are open to public hunting.  
Contact the refuge headquarters for further information (406-783-2305).  In the county, there are 
17 BMAs with approximately 79,000 acres of land enrolled in Block Management.  

White-tailed deer and mule deer populations are at average to above average levels.  Antelope 
populations are limited due to marginal antelope habitat in this County.   

Sharp-tailed grouse and pheasant populations are at above average levels due to good habitat 
conditions this spring and summer. Partridge populations are expected to be fair.  Habitat 
conditions in 2012 were good for upland game birds and production of young was good. 
Similarly in 2013, spring habitat conditions have been good and expect to support good brood 
numbers come fall.  Waterfowl hunting opportunities are expected to be good due to good
precipitation and wetland conditions this year.

Roosevelt County

The majority of Roosevelt County is comprised of private land.  Hunting access on private land 
is good except for along the Missouri River.  This county has 9 BMAs with nearly 80,000 acres 
enrolled in the program.

White-tailed deer are distributed throughout the county, but populations are currently at below 
average levels due to an outbreak of Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease in 2011.  There are good 
numbers of mule deer found in rough topography adjacent to the Missouri River.  The county 
contains limited antelope habitat that supports a few antelope.

Sharp-tailed grouse and pheasant populations are currently at or slightly above average levels, 
except in some areas of the Missouri River bottom where the habitat is still recovering from 
flooding in 2011.  Overall habitat conditions are very good for upland game birds and brood 
numbers are expected to be good this year.  Partridge populations are expected to be fair to near
average.  Turkey populations are limited to the Missouri River bottom and adjacent uplands.

Waterfowl hunting opportunities are good, with good wetland conditions and good precipitation 
occurring in 2013.
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